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General

Has your country 
signed/ratified the Paris 
Agreement? If so, what is its 
INDC / NDC?

Yes, but has withdrawn

 

What are the key national 
policy instruments regarding 
climate change and what are 
the national long term 
greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHG) reduction targets?

None

 

Have national policies or 
legislation been adopted 
limiting or prohibiting the use 
of certain fossil fuels (e.g. coal, 
natural gas, nuclear)?

No. There are requirements for the inclusion of ethanol in gasoline.

 

What specific national climate 
change legislation has been 
adopted?

None

 

GHG emission trading schemes

Does your country participate 
in an international or national 
GHG emissions trading 
scheme?

No

 

Has a national CO2 tax or 
similar instrument been 
adopted?

No

 

Does national legislation 
regulate and/or subsidize 
carbon capture and storage 
(CCS)? 

No

 

Renewables

Climate change policies, measures or legislation
(other than covered by the questions above).
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Are the production and/or use 
of renewable energy sources 
subject to a national subsidy or 
similar support scheme?

Yes. There are two federal tax credit programs benefiting wind

and solar through a tax credit worth 2.4 cents per kilowatt-hour of

power produced, as well as a deduction equal to 30 percent of a

facility’s installation costs. These tax credits expire in 2021.  There

is also a tax credit for biofuels.

 

Energy efficiency

What are the main national 
measures being taken to 
reduce GHG emissions / 
improve energy efficiency in 
the built environment?

None. Some states such as California have standards.

 

What are the main national 
measures being taken to 
reduce GHG emissions / 
improve energy efficiency in 
the transport sector? 

Currently, vehicle manufacturers must certify their vehicles to one of the
seven emission bins shown in Table 1. Vehicles are tested over the FTP-
75 test procedure (the NMOG+NOx limits must be additionally met over
the HFET cycle). The standards are applicable to all vehicles, regardless
of the fuel type.  The federal government is in the process of rolling back
these rules, but these rules are currently consistent with California
standards.

 

What are the main national 
measures being taken to 
reduce GHG emissions / 
improve energy efficiency in 
the industry? 

None

 

What are the main national 
measures being taken to 
reduce GHG emissions / 
improve energy efficiency in 
agriculture and land use? 

None

 

What are the main national 
measures being taken to 
reduce GHG emissions / 
improve energy efficiency in 
the electricity production 
sector? 

By Executive Order on March 28, 2017, the Administration ordered a
review of the Clean Power Plan, which had been stayed by the courts. 
USEPA requested comments pursuant to the Executive Order and
issued a response to comments on October 25, 2017 and indicated it
would promulgate new rules, which are expect in 2021.
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Finance

What measures are national 
financial institutions (incl. 
banks, pension funds, asset 
management companies and 
insurance companies) aimed 
at reducing the GHG 
emissions of their customers?

None

 

Litigation

Are there prominent national 
climate change litigation cases 
in your country? If so please 
provide a short description 
(e.g. plaintiffs/defendants, 
public or civil law based, etc.).

Yes. A court in New York found against by the State of New York against
ExxonMobil after trial in which the State of New York alleged prior
knowledge of the climate effects of burning hydrocarbons. The
Commonwealth of Massachusetts also recently sued ExxonMobil
alleging it had failed to disclose the impacts of climate change on its
business to investors.  NGOs have also sued ExxonMoblil and Shell
alleging failure to disclose the effects of sea-level rise on facilities.  The
Sabin Center at Columbia University maintains a chart of climate
change-related  litigation at http://climatecasechart.com/us-climate-
change-litigation/

 

Miscellaneous

Climate change policies, 
measures or legislation (other 
than covered by the questions 
above).

Note that individual states, especially California, have extensive
regulations relating to climate change and emissions standards

 

Please be advised that the information set forth above is intended only as a general overview of the law. This entry
is not intended to constitute legal advice or a tax opinion, and no conclusions may be inferred from or are implied
by the statements or discussions contained herein. Readers requiring legal advice should not rely on this entry as
an alternative to the engagement of local counsel and should consult with the Lex Mundi member firm in the
relevant jurisdiction. Please note that this entry refers to laws and regulations in force on the date of submission by
the contributing Lex Mundi member firm and is subject to change by future legislation.
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